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Schools Funding Formula 2023/24 

West Berkshire Council Individual Executive Member Decision 28 February 2023 

Schools Funding Formula 2023/24 

Committee considering report: Individual Executive Member Decisions 

Date of Committee: 28 February 2023 

Portfolio Member: Councillor Ross Mackinnon 

Report Author: Melanie Ellis 

Forward Plan Ref: ID4330 

1 Purpose of the Report 

1.1 To approve the school funding formula distribution for 2023/24. 

2 Recommendations 

2.1 To approve the 2023/24 school funding formula to be distributed to schools. The 
allocations have been made according to the principles agreed by Schools’ Forum in 

December and in relation to the total funding available from the Schools Block DSG.  

2.2 To note that the Authority Proforma Tool (APT) was submitted to the Department for 
Education (DfE) on 20 January 2023 with no approved block transfers.  

2.3 To note that the final formula rates and allocations will be notified to schools by 28th 
February 2023.  

3 Implications and Impact Assessment 

Implication Commentary 

Financial: Distribution of £125.8m to schools 

Human Resource: n/a 

Legal: Need to notify budgets to schools by 28.2.23 

Risk Management: n/a 

Property: n/a 
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Policy: n/a 
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 Commentary 

Equalities Impact:     

A Are there any aspects 

of the proposed decision, 
including how it is 
delivered or accessed, 

that could impact on 
inequality? 

 x   

B Will the proposed 

decision have an impact 
upon the lives of people 
with protected 

characteristics, including 
employees and service 

users? 

 x   

Environmental Impact:  x   

Health Impact:  x   

ICT Impact:  x   

Digital Services Impact:  x   

Council Strategy 
Priorities: 

 x   

Core Business:  x   

Data Impact:  x   
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Consultation and 
Engagement: 

Consulted with all schools in October/November 2022. 
Consulted with Heads Funding Group and Schools Forum.  

4 Executive Summary 

4.1 2023/24 is the first year of transition to the direct schools National Funding Formula 
(NFF). Each Local Authority (LA) will continue to have some discretion over their 
schools funding formulae, in consultation with local schools. The LA is responsible for 

making the final decisions on the formula.  

4.2 Political ratification is required for the LA to be able to issue budgets to maintained 

schools. Allocations must be distributed to schools by 28th February 2023.  

4.3 A consultation was held between 19 October 2022 and 9 November 2022. The 
responses were considered by the Schools Forum in December 2022, and a 

methodology for distributing the funding was agreed.  

4.4 The final DSG funding notification was received from the DfE in December 2022 

totalling £127.4m, including a growth allocation of £0.89m. The growth allocation will 
be distributed as part of the formula and not added to the Growth Fund. Total allocation 
to schools is £125.8m, after direct allocation of Business Rates funding. 

5 Supporting Information 

Introduction 

5.2 A consultation was held between 19 October 2022 and 9 November 2022. The 
responses were considered by the Schools Forum in December 2022, and the 
following agreed:  

(a) To mirror the Department for Education’s (DfE) 2023/24 National Funding 
Formula (NFF) to calculate the funding allocations. 

(b) To use the minimum sparsity factor.  

(c) To address any surplus or shortfall in funding by adjusting the AWPU values. 

(d) To not top slice any of the schools’ funding to support the High Needs Block.  

(e) To not reinstate the Falling Rolls fund. 

(f) To approve the criteria to be used to allocate additional funds. 

(g) To approve the proposed services to be de-delegated, but to cease the Primary 
Schools in Financial Difficulty Fund (PSIFD).  

(h) To distribute the 2023/24 growth allocation as part of the funding formula. 
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5.3 At the Schools Forum in December 2022 it was agreed not to increase the Growth Fund 
but to distribute the 2023/24 growth allocation via the formula.  

5.4 The final DSG funding notification was received from the DfE in December 2022 
totalling £127.4m, including a growth allocation of £0.89m. The growth allocation will 

be distributed as part of the formula and not added to the Growth Fund. Total allocation 
to schools is £125.8m, after direct allocation of Business Rates funding. 

Growth Funding 2023/24 

5.5 The main DSG funding for schools is lagged and based on pupil numbers from the 
previous October census. Since 2019/20, growth funding is allocated to the local 

authority by formula and forms part of the Schools Block DSG. The formula for 
allocating growth funding to each LA is based on actual growth in pupil numbers.  

5.6 This funding can be put aside into a Growth Fund, where it can be awarded to schools 

under certain criteria. If not required for growth, it can be added into the school formula, 
but if there is a shortfall, this needs to be met from a top slice of the main schools’ block 

allocation. As it is within the schools block, a movement of funding between the schools 
formula and the Growth Fund is not treated as a transfer between blocks.  

5.7 The cumulative balance on our Growth Fund was £1.3m at 31.3.2022 and is forecast 

to be £0.9m by 31.3.2023. The DSG growth funding for 2023/24 is £885k. The projected 
balance of our Growth Fund is sufficient, so the Schools’ Forum agreed to put all the 

2023/24 funding into the school formula to distribute to schools.  

Final School Funding: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6



Schools Funding Formula 2023/24 

West Berkshire Council Individual Executive Member Decision 28 February 2023 

Formula Rates: 
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Proposals 

5.8 To approve the final school funding formula allocations for 2023/24. 

6 Appendices 

6.1 Appendix A – Final school funding allocations  

 

Background Papers: 

School Forum papers between October 2022 and January 2023 

Subject to Call-In: 

Yes:  No:  

The item is due to be referred to Council for final approval  

Delays in implementation could have serious financial implications for the 
Council 

Delays in implementation could compromise the Council’s position 

Considered or reviewed by Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee or 

associated Task Groups within preceding six months  

Item is Urgent Key Decision 

Report is to note only 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Officer details: 

Name:  Melanie Ellis 

Job Title:  Chief Management Accountant 
Tel No:  01635 519142 
E-mail:  melanie.ellis@westberks.gov.uk 
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Appendix A 
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